
Restrospection of 
the Deepwater 
Horizon – 10 years 
How this influenced Washington State oil spill 
policies

Photo Source: National Geographic 



2

ARCO Anchorage
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Nestucca Oil Barge
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Olympic Pipeline 
Explosion
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April 20, 2010 
Oil Rig Deepwater Horizon, Gulf of Mexico
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April 20, 2010

╸ The oil rig Deepwater 
Horizon exploded killing  
11 people, injured 17

╸ 134 million gallons of oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico. 

╸ It was the largest U.S. 
marine oil spill ever
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╸ The response lasted 87 
days and restoration 
work still continues 
today 

╸ 1300 miles of beached 
was oiled across 5 states

╸ Surface oil slick during 
the course of the spill 
totaled 43,300 square 
miles



87 Days (at the height 
of the response)

╸ More than 6,800 active 
vessels were used in the 
response (skimmers, 
barges, vessels of 
opportunities)

╸ 117 aircrafts were in the air
╸ More than 1.84 million 

gallons of dispersants were 
used
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╸ More than 4 million feet of 
boom were deployed 

╸ An estimated amount of 
10.97 million of gallons 
were burned using in-situ 
burning 

╸ Over 43,000 personnel 
responding 



“ ╸ On April 4, 2016, a historic $20.8 billion 
global settlement agreement with BP 
was reached. According to the 
settlement, BP will pay the Trustees up 
to $8.8 billion for restoration to address 
injuries to natural resources. These 
funds will be used to implement the 
Trustees' Programmatic Damage 
Assessment and Restoration Plan and 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement. Source: NOAA.gov
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https://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-planning/gulf-plan


2016 Settlement

╸ A “Direct Component,” 
managed by the U.S. 
Treasury, for natural 
resource restoration or 
economic 
improvement efforts in 
the five Gulf states (35 
percent, $1.86 billion);

╸ Council Selected 
Restoration 
Component for 
a region-wide 
restoration effort to 
restore, protect and 
revitalize the Gulf 
Coast according to the 
Council’s 
Comprehensive 
Plan (30 percent, $1.6 
billion);

╸ A “Spill Impact 
Component” for 
planning and 
implementing 
approved state 
projects, programs, 
and activities (30 
percent, $1.6 billion);
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Source: NOAA.gov



2016 Settlement

╸ The NOAA Restore 
Science Program for 
research to support the 
long-term sustainability of 
the Gulf ecosystem, and 
the recreational, 
commercial, and charter 
fishing industry in the Gulf 
of Mexico (2.5 percent, 
$133.3 million);

╸ Establishing “Centers of 
Excellence,” 
nongovernmental 
organizations and 
academic institutions in 
the Gulf for science and 
technology (2.5 percent, 
$133.3 million).

╸ The remaining 20 
percent, or $1.33 billion, 
went to The Oil Spill 
Liability Trust Fund, a 
general government 
fund established in 
1986 to aid in oil spill 
removal and 
assessment of the 
damage they have 
caused.
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Restoration Project at Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge
Photo Source: US Department of Interior

10 Years Later



Washington State
How Washington Managed Our Resources
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What happened 
here?

╸ Established a website to track and provide the public with information on the 
Gulf spill.

╸ Implemented procedures to track this region’s response resources requested 
and deployed to the Gulf.

╸ Applied methodology to analyze and mitigate the impacts on local readiness 
and back fill equipment and personnel. 

╸ Participated in the Emergency Management and Assistance Compact request 
for resources from state to state. 

╸ Systematically captured lessons learned for both adaptive management and 
state/federal legislation.
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What we sent

╸ 53,200 feet of contractor 
boom

╸ 15,000 gallons of 
Dispersants

╸ 3 Shallow Water Barge 
Systems (includes: 
skimmer, storage, boom, 
and propulsion unit)

╸ 7 vessel skimmers (marco
skimmers also known as 
harbor 28s)

╸ 9 workboats
╸ Personnel were mobilized 

on a rotating basis.
╶ ~ 59 personnel – Plan 

Holder/Contractors
╶ ~ 140 personnel –

USCG/FEMA
.
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Lessons
Learned
What we did during and after 
the incident that continues to 
shape oil spill capability here in 
our state



Action Taken

╸ Developed equipment 
designation systems to 
analyze resident readiness 
when we lend aid to others

╸ Updates to the Northwest 
Area Plan as best 
management practice for 
future significant spills

╸ Report on the National 
Commission on the BP 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 
and Offshore Drilling Report 
recommendations and how 
they apply to Washington

╸ Passed legislation – HB 
1186
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Passage of House 
Bill 1186

╸ Providing for best 
achievable technology to 
ensure continuous 
improvement

╸ Early notification of threats 
of spills from vessels

╸ Organization of vessels 
of opportunities to 
expand our resources for 
response vessels 

╸ Establishing a system to 
register and manage 
volunteers
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Best Achievable 
Protection (BAP)

╸ Best Achievable Protection 
(BAP), “Best achievable 
protection" means the highest 
level of protection that can be 
achieved through the use of the 
best achievable technology and 
those staffing levels, training 
procedures, and operational 
methods that provide the 
greatest degree of protection 
achievable. 

╸ Enhanced Aerial 
Surveillance locating oil 
in fog and darkness

╸ Buster systems – more 
efficient in higher current 
and waves

╸ Tank vessel drills 
╸ Technology 

Conferences
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Incident 
Notification 

╸ “…the owner or operator of a 
covered vessel must notify the 
state of any vessel emergency 
that results in the discharge or 
substantial threat of discharge 
of oil to state waters or that may 
affect the natural resources of 
the state within one hour of the 
onset of that emergency. ..”

╸ Notify at the start of a 
significant incident

╸ Early intervention to 
prevent spills, or move 
equipment into place 
before the spill

19



Vessel of 
Opportunity (VOO)

╸ “By December 31, 2012, the 
department shall complete rule 
making for purposes of 
improving the effectiveness of 
the vessels of opportunity 
system to participate in spill 
response.”

╸ We have 162 VOO 
contracted to provide 
response assets for 
incident response 
including vessel from 
tribes and shellfish 
growers 

╸ We have 20 registered 
VOO interested for just
in-time assistance
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Volunteer 
Management

╸ “The department shall establish a 
volunteer coordination system. The 
volunteer coordination system may be 
included as a part of the state's overall oil 
spill response strategy, and may be 
implemented by local emergency 
management organizations, in 
coordination with any analogous federal 
efforts, to supplement the state's timely 
and effective response to spills.”

╸ (2) “…different classes of volunteers, 
including pre-trained volunteers and 
convergent volunteers…”

╸ We established a website to 
register oil spill volunteers in the 
Northwest Region 
(www.oilspills101.wa.gov)

╸ We currently have 1500 volunteers 
registered and 15 volunteer 
organizations registered

╸ We’ve conducted HAZWOPER 
trainings for volunteers, tribes and 
local governments

╸ We continue to partner with local 
volunteer organizations to establish 
volunteer coordination between 
agencies and volunteers
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http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/


“ ╸ Progress lies not in 
enhancing what is, but in 
advancing toward what 
will be.

╶ KHALIL GIBRAN, writer & poet
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Thanks!
You can find me at:
╸ Washington State Department of Ecology
╸ Spill Prevention, Preparedness & Response Program 
╸ Nhi.Irwin@ecy.wa.gov
╸ Cell phone: 360-791-5514
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