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Agenda

• Key Thoughts

• Marine Fueling in Washington

• Drivers for Alternative Fuels

• State and Federal Regulations

• Industry requests

• Ecology Strategic Plan Initiative
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Key Thoughts

• Alternative fuel vessels are arriving in Washington now

• Response requirements and Washington spill prevention 
regulations do not apply to non-oil fuels

• Industry is seeking regulatory certainty

• Ecology goal: close gap between state and federal 
requirements for liquid hazardous substances

• More work will be needed to address preparedness for 
incidents, and prevention, preparedness, and response for 
liquified gasses 
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Marine Fueling in Washington 
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Why Alternative Fuels?
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IMO Requirements Have Rapid Effects
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Alternative Fuels Bring New Hazards
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Washington State Laws and Regulations

• RCW 90.56: Oil and Hazardous Substance Spill Prevention and 
Response
• Spillers of oil and hazardous substances required to notify state, and 

liable for expenses to clean up spill
• Ecology responds to oil and hazardous substance spills
• Prevention plans, contingency plans, and operations manuals required 

for facilities that handle oil

• WAC 173-180: Facility Oil Handling Standards

• WAC 173-184: Vessel Oil Transfer Advance Notice and 
Containment Requirements

• WAC 317-40: Bunkering Operations 
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Federal Regulations 

• 33 CFR 154: Facilities Transferring Oil or Hazardous 
Materials in Bulk
• Applies to facilities transferring oil or hazardous materials to/from 

vessels

• Hazardous materials: liquid…other than oil or liquified gas…

• 33 CFR 155: Oil or Hazardous Material Pollution Prevention 
Regulations for Vessels

• 33 CFR 156: Oil and Hazardous Material Transfer 
Regulations

• 40 CFR 112: Oil Pollution Prevention 

11



Industry is Advocating for Regulatory Certainty
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Ecology 
Strategic 
Plan 
2025-
2030
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Key Thoughts
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Thank you
Brian Kirk

Prevention Section Manager

Spills Prevention, Preparedness, and Response Program

brian.kirk@ecy.wa.gov

425.395.5800
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